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Urban Forum Launches Traveling Reflection Program 

Christmas Shop Save the Date! 

Save the date for the 2017 Christmas 

Shop: December 8th - 15th! Our online 

volunteer sign-

up will go live 

on November 

1st, so please 

look for more 

details in the 

November Vol-

unteer Voice. 

Thanks! 

The Mission, Service, and Justice team participate in the Urban Forum. 

The Urban Forum at Kingdom 

House is going on the road, 

offering a new traveling reflec-

tion program to help churches 

and other organizations build 

their knowledge on social jus-

tice issues and become advo-

cates within their communities.  

Urban Forum staff members will 

travel to provide on-site learn-

ing and reflection sessions for 

groups that are interested in 

the Urban Forum but which 

may not be able to come to our 

Kingdom House location. The 

program was piloted at Man-

chester United Methodist 

Church, where the Urban 

Forum presented a session 

on the Woman at the Well 

for the kick-off of their Len-

ten Sunday School classes.  

Currently, the Urban Forum 

is presenting a 9 week class 

at Salem United Methodist 

Church as part of their Total 

Tuesday evening series.  

This new Urban Forum initiative 

is funded by a grant from the 

Missouri Methodist Foundation, 

which sent partners from the 

Mission, Service and Justice 

team to experience the Urban 

Forum first-hand in January 

2017. Thanks to their support, we’re excited 

to offer learning sessions to groups at their 

own location, on a schedule that works for 

them. If your church or organization would 

like to explore having the Urban Forum travel 

to you, please contact Dan Richter 314-627-

1233 or at drichter@kingdomhouse.org.  

October Birthdays 

 Aubrie Hoffman 

 Tish Kienker 

 Jennifer Madlinger 

 Jan McCurley 

 Mark Neilsen 

 Donald Robinson 

 Anne Skelton 

 Barbara Wehling 

Happy Birthday! 

 Frank Grimes 

 Jim Reizner 

 Taylor Robinson 

Welcome to the  

Kingdom House 

Team!  We are 

happy you are 

volunteering  

with us!  

New Volunteers 
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Julie Strassman Says Farewell 

This month we’ve interviewed 
Frank Grimes,  Ignation Volunteer 
Corps member.  Frank  is coordi-
nating senior commodity boxes, 
assisting with senior programming 
and helping at the front desk.  Be 
sure to say “Hi” to Frank  on a 
Monday or Friday!  
What is your occupation? 
Retired, computer retail sales 
How do you enjoy spending your 
free time ? 
Reading, biking, projects around 
the house and spending time with 
my 5 year old grand-daughter! 
In your opinion, what is the best 
thing about the St. Louis metro 
community? 
It is a small town with all the big 
city amenities. I feel close to every-
one. 

Why did you decide to get  
involved with volunteering at 
Kingdom House? 
I love how focused the organiza-
tion is and how close it is with its  
neighbors. 
What book/movie inspired you 
recently and why? 
"My Life with the Saints" by Rev. 
James Martin S.J. It has great sto-
ries about people (living and those 
who have gone on) who inspire me 
to give back and to do small things 
with great love. 
How has volunteering benefited 
you? 
I get so much back from each per-
son who walks through the door, 
both employee/volunteer and our  
neighbors who we serve. I go home  
exhausted but happy! 

Volunteer Engagement Associate 
Julie Strassman has moved on to a 
new position as Volunteer  
Coordinator and Bereavement 
Assistant with Bethesda Hospice.  
Julie joined the Volunteer  
Engagement and Service Learning 
Team in 2012. In her 5 years with 
Kingdom House, Julie worked with  
individual volunteers and volun-
teer groups as well as with the 

Urban Forum program. We thank Julie for her efforts 
with volunteers and Urban Forum programming over 
the past five years, and we wish her well in her next 
chapter! 
 

Spotlight: Frank Grimes of Ignatian Volunteer Corps  


