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Dear Friends,

As the vibrant days of summer draw to a close, | am filled with immense pride and gratitude
for the incredible impact we have made together through our youth programming. This
month, our Freedom School Summer Literacy Camp came to a triumphant end, leaving a
lasting impression on the young minds and hearts of our community. This camp not only
ignited a passion for reading and learning but also fostered a sense of belonging and
empowerment among our participants.

Now, as we transition into the school year, we are eagerly preparing to
welcome back our Young Scholars After School Program and
LifeWise Academy. These initiatives provide a safe and nurturing
environment where children can thrive academically, socially, and
emotionally. Through dedicated mentorship, engaging activities, and
academic support, we are equipping our young scholars with the
tools they need to succeed both in and out of the classroom.

Our commitment to early childhood education remains unwavering,
as our Early Childhood Center continues to operate year-round. '
This program lays a strong foundation for our youngest learners,
ensuring they are well-prepared for the challenges and opportunities §
ahead. By focusing on cognitive, social, and emotional development,
we are shaping the future leaders of our community from the

very beginning.

Your generous support directly impacts the lives of the children and
families we serve. As we begin another academic year, we invite you to
join us in empowering the next generation. Your donations provide
essential resources, educational materials, and enriching experiences
that truly make a difference. Please consider making a donation today
to support our youth programming. Every contribution, no matter the
size, plays a crucial role in transforming lives and building a brighter future
for our community. Visit www.lifewisestl.org or scan the QR

code to help us create lasting change. Thank you for your generosity!

With gratitude,

3;%00@22 O], Rrxal0]

i

Scott Walker
President/CEO

=
El'll

OCTOBER 19. 2024
HOORAY FOR HOLIDAYS!



Lending Circles:
€stablishing Credit and Financial Wellness

At LifeWise StL, we are committed to providing innovative
solutions to help individuals achieve financial stability and
independence. One of the most impactful programs we offer
is our Lending Circles, an alternative healthy financial
product designed for individuals to build their credit score.
Since launching the program in 2017 with just six
participants, the interest has grown exponentially. Last year
alone, 384 participants completed the program.

The Importance of Credit

Good credit is essential for securing car loans, mortgages,
and even leasing apartments. However, many people
struggle with poor credit or have never utilized credit
meaning they are “credit invisible”. The primary purpose of
our Lending Circles is to help our participants establish a
credit score, build credit history or improve their credit
score, while teaching financial responsibility along the way.

What Are Lending Circles?

Lending Circles are groups of people who pool money
regularly, providing rotating zero-fee, zero-interest loans to
members from the pool. Each of the 12 participants in the
circle pays a certain amount (from $50 to $300 depending
on the circle they are part of) every month for a year. Once
during the year, each participant receives the funds paid in.
In essence the first person who receives the funds gets a
micro-loan, and the last person establishes savings.
Everyone benefits since LifeWise StL reports timely
payments to credit bureaus, helping "credit invisible"
participants establish a credit history and those with credit
improve their score.

The Lending Circle Process

Through our membership in the Credit Builder's Alliance,
LifeWise StL can "soft" pull credit reports for participants,
even those without a social security number, for financial

“I ACCOMPLISHED
A GOAL THAT | NEVER
THOUGHT POSSIBLE
AND NOW | KNOW HOW
TO MANAGE MONEY
AND CUT UNNECESSARY
EXPENSES.”

b

coaching purposes. "Soft" credit pulls do not impact a
person's credit score and do not show up on a report. Our
Certified Financial Social Worker reviews a participant's
credit report, helps remove errors, and creates credit
action plans for additional ways to increase credit score.
This establishes a baseline score for the participant.

During the lending circle period, participants can attend
classes on financial topics and meet with their Certified
Financial Social Worker for one-on-one coaching to create
goals around increasing savings, paying down debt,
accessing additional healthy financial products, and building
wealth. Our unique approach builds confidence, trust
and accountability, helping participants reach their
individual goals.

Upon completion of the Circle, assuming timely payments,
the credit score is pulled again for comparison. Participants
entering the program with an established credit score
improve their credit rating on average by 35 points. Last
year, 75 participants entered the program with no credit
rating and ended the program with a score of 690.

Building Brighter Futures Together

At LifeWise StL, we believe in empowering our community
towards improved economic well-being through financial
coaching and financial education, paired with innovated,
healthy financial products. Our Lending Circles program is
a testament to the power of collective support and the
positive impact it can have on individual financial
health.

Join us in our mission to create a financially stable and
thriving community. Together, we can build a brighter,
more financially secure future for everyone!



©Z02 U! TIS SIM3417 30 swouboud pasoq-diysuoojad podwi-ybiy ul pabobus syuodidipuod /00|

1USAS 19IOIN AopnoH uoluodwo?) Joluag o so Bujuoaw
}S02-MO] YONUUD INO 10 AJlWO} 2 5500.1n0 SpULL DUIEUDIS »
9)0yMm a3 JoJ sSHIB 10} SJoYS WO o :

Adouauy |
JO 1)NSSJ O SO A}DIXUD X SSOU3S
WOJ} o119 SOOUDIISTXD WOIN e

JUSAT 100YDG-0}-)009g
1ONUUD JNO 10 »%20d%00Q
P33003S D >3 SOOYS MaU PIYD

19y sas0yoind WO ‘G$ AJUO O e SJ9XJ0OM JOID0S 101DUD Ul

3113482 WoJ} uol}voONPE3

2 BuIyo002 Bulaisdal 3)Iym

9ouapuadapul 10} SDADS
Bunqis YNPEOL BUNOA J1BY|

AYISI9AIUN J03A-1, © O}

96921100 AJlUuNnWWoD woly Bulilajsuod)

}O 1006 2y} PJOMO} SHJIOM UOS JSP)D
ay1 ‘Buisinpy lUwN)y ybnouy] e

100YydoS wopaad

ybno.uyy 9oUspPIHUOD R

SNIMs Bulpoal Jay suayibuaiys
Bunqls a6o-AI0JUBWSS SIH o

191ua7) AJlwo 4 ayy Ul Aoyd z uebunoA
ay1 a)iym s1ybiu Aopuoiy uo tayraoboy
9SI1D19X ] DWPUDLID) R WON e

}9)JOIN ISBAIOH AUD J93us) pooypiyd Apo3

g b6spog N0 0 suadolp PUO JNO JO JUSWUOJIAUS
‘sanddns pjoyasnoy ‘sa11920.6 3s0d Bunoinwnis g ‘BuliNuNu
-MO] S9SOYDIND DWPEUDIL) ‘ADOSM ‘9J0S BY} Ul 10} P2J0D S| AQDg e

S1IN3A3 B SFIIAYIS SNVY90dd

AJlWDS O 9A18S 1YBIW 1S 9SIMS4T MOY 4O UOII0IISN)I UD S aIaH

‘'SS922NS U119y} 0} SJ91110Qq JIwdIsAs Buissalppo Aq puo Bulwwoiboid pasoqg-diysuoljo)ad yoodwi

-y61y Buipinoad Aq Bulag-119M D1WIOUODS BASIYDID SBIJIWDS PUD SONPIAIPUI d)B3Y 0} SI UOoISSIW JNQ

447 3o UOISSIIN INO




100Y2Ss 9p0)
1o w@wuou Jayye
Buinsind Ayluolow

9Y3} yumjooyos yoiy
pajonpoub sioluss

AwapPoIY 40 9%00L

S8SJN02 100YdS

OM.L U sepoib

119y} parosdwl

92US10IA JNOYHM
}0114u0d BulAjosal
10} SIS PaUIDI)
anAayy paalbo
P3ASAINS S1010YDS

Awa POy 40 9%00L

JO3A SIY) S}UNODD0
Buinos plIyd pauado
Sjualiod asoym YinoA
pooyp1Iyd Allos ¢ Jo
24NNy ayy Ul 000‘c$

uonodidoniod
JO })NSaJ O SO
SaA)@sWay} Jo pnoud

Ayniqo Bujpoa.
J1aYy) paaoidwl
10 paujojyuiow

2J0W )9} PSASAINS P9SSSSSSO

SJ1010yds ._OOC_UWW& SJ0]10Yyds 100YydS —

wopss.4 40 %/8 0 Wopsa.4 40 %8 |=
Sauo0lsallwl

103UsWd0)aASP
JOUOI1}0WS-10120S
}9W PISSISSO

YinoA pooypiiyd
A1103 40 %0/

pooypIyD Alo3
woJj pajyonpolb
YinoA Apoa.
-ua)06uspuly €7

[0

10 a8

sHNPL uoy) syuodidiiod
UINOA JaM34 Ul S)NSSJ YDIYm
‘swolb0o.d )NPO JsowW

uoy3 suonoinp Jabuo)

10} 10/puo Ajpusnba.y

aJow syuodioniod

26o6us 0} paubisap

940 swouboud yynoA unQ

SJ010YIS 100YDdS |y
NPPIW JO %08 P31SaAUl 3SIMSSIT]
\
87 BN sOUINOS YDI0N YINOA
26 I YN03H 10IUSI YINOA
6, I AWSPDIY SSIM3IT
ovL I 100Y2S Wopaal
26 I Wou60ud 40104ydS Bunoi

Ll I —

:weiboud 1ad syuedionled jo JaquinN

“f&ﬁm n\um_3®u5

(sih g1-0) yinof ale
sjyuedioned weiboud

LOE'L 40 9400

pooypyd Alo3

SWoIb604d YINOoA




woJiboud pun 4 Adualjisay A201931] J0IoUDULY TR ycwmgcw_mwhwﬂ\“\_,

Jolusg ayy pe39)dwod Ity pasba.oul uo PaAledIad sallas
oym syuodidiyiod Buiyo005 @ uoONEs SSaUJ|OM JSWWNS O JO

qG J0J sBuUIADS @ Jo1oUdUll Ul paBobus E.WV. sdnoJb +Z PEPUS1I0 OUM ﬁ

PaUIqWOd Ul G90‘'GES sjundidonuod Jo 94GQ SNNPO 4O %7/

SaAN J1oyy ul 8sodund 049 0 ©400s }IPa.d swoldwAs uoissaidap
puo Buluosw papIA0Id 96019A0 UD PaYSQOISD 10/puUo ‘AyaIxuo
woliboud ayy payiodal syuodioniod ‘SS8J1S Ul UOIDONPA.
PaASAINS sUOIUOJWOD) 912410 BuIpud) O paduslladxa Adoisyy
I01USS JO %G 4 91QISIAUI-}IPSID G/ @ L'l Ul SYNEDO JO 9409 mw
suoluodwo?) JoIuas Q9 0000°06$
uoy3 aJow 4o yyoddns Bunoi1ol ‘Yyorow SBUIADS way3y 104 1nidivy
3y} 0} SHUDY)} SBWoy O JO 9DUDISISSO aY} Y3IM usaq soy Adousayy
119y} Ul paulowal S3121YDA 9 8 SOWOY 4 B L)l poaJB0 paAaAins m
SIUBND dDS 40 %94 G pasoyd.ind syuodiondog O SNNPO 40 9%00L
. J

YA woib0.1g uoluodwo?) JoIuUsS 13p|o o sik GG Buiag

002 $3UN022Y BUIADS Y210 sjuedioned weiboud Jo

GLEm SUOOJODIN %S¢ M

s91241D) Bulpuan
98 s SJNO0JD SSdUNIM JouUo oW
|9 o AJDJISY] 1ONPIAIPU|

8¢ sjnpe aie

sjuedionJed

welboud /0g'L JO ©
:weiboud sad syuedionied jo JsquinN %L9

44251y swolbold NNPY



610°[3SOSIMAJI| MMM }ISIA ‘“TIS 3SIM3HIT INOGR UOIIBWIOUI dIoW Jo4

spjoyasnoy 10 ul a1doad pgg Alyénou
UuoIj}oN)oA3 EO._@OLQ JO 403132l .wD>._U 921110} >D P2310a4) @CB.OOQE_ .muNON ul w&v—.—ﬂz >ﬂﬂ__°_n_
1SOO-MO0O) JNO DwQQOF_m SaNIWo} /8|

'S91}110JdS|P JOUOI}OINPD
X9 ‘UWS|I00. .E_Ljuwmc_%oo% ‘A}JoA0d SO YoNSs ‘sanss| JO JUdAJ |00Y9S-0}-)oeg
Buipuoisiapun 4930246 o Ulob syuodid1340d divy 0y paubisap JONUUO 1NO 30 sa1ddns 100y2s
S| WNN211JND JNQ "UOI}OINPES 3213sN[10100S Ul 92uUoPING UM POXD031S SH200X20q 3 SO0YS
Jouoissajold sapiaodd yoiym ‘wolabold Buiuloa) 9d1AI9S " MBU PBAIBd8. YINOA QZE JoA0

SIYy Ul payodioi3i0d sjenplAlpul 928 ‘€202 YUl :NNY04 NYain

awoy ayy ul BulAl

'sBuiyy 1oyro Buowo ‘Aylunuwuwod (UA g1>) uaipP)Iyd yuspuadap soy uodidiio
39U} Ul Spaau R sanss| Buissaid 930A9)9 03 pud swoiboud a3y} 41 4o (UA g1>) P11YD O sI yuodioniod ayy
BuIlsIXa UO %20QqPa9) apIA0Id 0} saBJ0yd Yiim payduno)al JI SJUSAS 10J 91916119 940 Susquaw P1oYasnoy
119UN02 943 6202 Y1 “TIINNOD ALINNWNOD B ATINYA 1943 g sjuodidiiod :gINJAT LNVIJILYVd
( )
luwny Awspooy 100Y3S ONId8D (10S3) sebonbuoT AYNIQO}s sal)iwoy
JNno Jo yJoddns 1S 10 paplAosd J9Y1QO JO suaxoadg }Joddns 03 UosIDIT
ul sbunsaw Juswabouow - 104 S9SS0YD 910D AJJUNWWOD ¢
2 sobossaw 9502 JO wew abon6uo W auy Aq papiroid “5”
‘SN0 /9¢ saouoisul (2l e ysnéu3 Apeem S10J12404 +08E 7 4 °
swol60.4d NNPoO N|O
Bulunp 210201y oo SOSS01D P33}NQII}SIP POOJ O@wbom X 19)J0N
POPIN0IC UBUDD) — ‘_ 9SI10J9Xg }S02-MO) 4O | umm 1SOAI0H AYID By}
Awo4ayl & £2s~ 23 spunod 08z'9 ﬁ 0} S}ISIA 89G'y
. J

Buiag-119Mm JO $309dS0D SNOIJIOA Ul S3IIWBJ JUDd1213110d-uou PUL JWOJID1}0d
}oddns 03 $821A18S PUNOIDFOIM SBPIA0CIC T3S 8SIM41T ‘BulwwolBoid 03 UoIPPEL Ul :§JIIAHIS AINITOY

syuodi21340d X JJOIS 1S 9SIMDH T 4O 310ddNs Ul 9I1AISS JO SINOY Z09'LL POWI0419d SI199IUN|OA 4897

44> 2simeyi S92IAJSG }J00dNg



FREBPEEE sOHOa! TSUMMER CTTERATUY CAMP:
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Spotlight on Machelle Thomas: A Dedicated Senior Companion

Machelle Thomas's journey as a senior companion began
with a deeply personal experience—caring for her mother.
She found immense joy and fulfillment in this role and
decided to extend her compassion to others through the
Senior Companion Program. Machelle faithfully visits her
client, Ms. Evelyn, helping with simple tasks, driving her to
appointments, and providing companionship.

A lifelong resident of St. Louis, Machelle enjoys reading
novels, journaling, and solving word puzzles. Recently, Ms.
Evelyn, who is passionate about family history, inspired
Machelle to embark on a new hobby. Ms. Evelyn has a
treasure trove of family photos and is piecing together her
family’s history, involving Machelle in the process. This
collaborative project has sparked Machelle's interest in
exploring her own family's roots. As the second oldest of
eight siblings, Machelle has a rich history to uncover!

The Senior Companion Program, sponsored by LifeWise StL,
is a vital part of AmeriCorps Seniors, offering volunteer
opportunities for individuals aged 55 and older. Volunteers
provide companionship, assist with errands, and offer
respite for family caregivers. Qualifie
volunteers receive a stipend, .
mileage reimbursement, and ;
thorough training. The program,
free to clients, enhances the
well-being of both volunteers
and those they serve.

We are deeply grateful for
volunteers like Machelle Thomas,
whose compassionate service
profoundly impacts the lives of -
older adults in our community.
Jie R
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Support LifeWise StL Through Monthly Giving

At LifeWise StL, we rely on the consistent support of our community to sustain
and grow our vital programs. Your recurring, monthly donation ensures a steady
stream of resources, enabling us to foster economic mobility and personal
growth within our community. Become a crucial part of our mission by setting up
your monthly donation today. Simply scan the QR code or visit our website to sign
up and start making a difference. Thank you for your ongoing support and
dedication to LifeWise StL!

~ proud partner of
LifeWise StL - q ~

1321 South 11th Street Ea — United| 2
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